
BEFORE

THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION OF

SOUTI-I CAROLINA

DOCKET NO. 2010-298-C —ORDER NO. 2011-50

JANUARY ] 3, 2011

1N RE: Petition of'the Office of Regulatory Staff for
Commission to Order a Rule to Show Cause
as to Why the Certificates ol'Public
Convenience and Necessity for Certain
Providers of I elecommunications Services
Should Not Be Revoked for Failure to File
Gross Receipts and Annual Reports

ORDER REVOKING

) CERTII'ICA'I'ES

)
)
)
)

)

This matter comes before the Public Service Commission of South Carolina ("the

Commission" ) by way of the Petition for a Rule to Show Cause as to why Certificates of

Public Convenience and Necessity ("Certiiicates") of certain telecommunications

companies should not be revoked for failure to file gross receipts or annual reports. The

Office ol' Regulatory Stafi s ("ORS') Petition was hied with the Commission on

September 1, 2010. The Commission is responsible for the regulation of telephone

utilities operating for compensation as set 1'orth in S.C. Code Ann. ) 58-9-10 e( seq.

(Supp. 2009).

The telecommunications companies listed in Exhibits A and B to ORS's Petition

are subject to the jurisdiction of this Commission pursuant to S.C. Code Ann. ) 58-9-710

el seq. (1976 & Supp. 2009). Further, these telecommunications companies have

submitted themselves to the jurisdiction of the Commission by virtue of holding a

Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity as indicated through the Commission
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Docket and Order numbers listed for each respective carrier in Exhibits A and B to the

Petition.

Telecommunications companies holding a Certificate are required to lile annual

reports and gross receipts filings. "Subject to the approval of the Commission, the Office

of Regulatory Staff may require any telephone utility to file annual reports in such form

and of such content as the Office of Regulatory Staff' may require and special reports

concerning any matter about which the Ol fice of'Regulatory Staff is authorized to inquire

or to keep itself' informed or which it is required to enforce. " S.C. Code Ann. j4 58-9-

370(A) (Supp. 2009). Fuithermore, 26 S,C. Ann. Regs. 103-612, 1 (Supp. 2009) states

that "jejach telephone utility operating in the State shall file an annual report with the

Commission and provide a copy to ORS, giving such information as the Commission

may direct. "

ORS developed a list of the telecommunications companies that failed to file the

requisite annual reports and gross receipts filings for the year ending 2009. ORS attached

the lists as Exhibits A and 8 to ORS's Petition. On November 2, 2010, ORS pre-filed the

direct testimony of Ms. Dawn Hipp advising the Commission of those companies that

had failed to file the required reports and filings.

The Commission set this matter for a hearing on December 15, 2010. at 2:45 p. m.

At the hearing, ORS was represented by Jeffrey Nelson, Esquire. Dawn Hipp, Director

of the Telecommunications, Transportation, Water and Wastewater Department of the

Office of Regulatory Staff, testified for ORS.
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At the hearing, Ms. Hipp presented testimony that certain companies certificated

by the Commission to provide telecommunications services have failed to file the

required annual reports and gross receipts filings. F'urther Ms. Fiipp testified that, since

the tiling of the Petition and the submission of pre-filed testimony in this matter, certain

of the telecommunications companies named in the Petition have come into compliance

with the Commission's rules and regulations. At the hearing, ORS submitted Revised

Exhibits A and B (entered into the record respectively as Hearing Exhibit 1) listing those

companies which remained out of compliance.

The Commission finds that the Petition should be dismissed as to those companies

who have complied with S.C. Code Ann. ) 58-9-370(A) (Supp. 2009) and with the

Commission's Rules and Regulations as ol' the date of the hearing in this matter. The

Commission is also of the opinion, and so finds, that the Certificates of Public

Convenience and Necessity held by the companies listed in Hearing Exhibit 1 (attached

to this Order) should be revol&ed and cancelled as of the date of the hearing in this matter

for their continued violation of the Commission's Rules and Regulations and laws

concerning reporting requirements of telecommunications carriers.
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IT IS I'13EREFORE ORDERED, ADJUDGED AND DECREED:

That the Certificates of Public Convenience and Necessity held by those

companies listed in Hearing Exhibit I be, and hereby are, revoked and cancelled.

That all operating rights authorized under the Certificates held by the

companies listed in the attached Appendix and cancelled by this Order are null and void.

'I hat this Petition be, and hereby is, dismissed with respect to all

companies who have complied with S.C. Code Ann. Q 58-9-370(A) (Supp. 2009) and

with the Commission's Rules and Regulations.

That this Order shall remain in full force and effect until further Order of

the Commission.

BY ORDER OF TI IE COMMISSION:

Joh }':.Howard. Chairman

ATTEST:

David A, %rig t, Vice Chair an

(SEAL)

ATTEST:
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